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Novel-Based Essays

Alan Marroquin ‘25

Animal Farm by George Orwell explains how a farm plagued with animal 
abuse got taken down by the animals themselves by forming a rebel-
lion. This rebellion doesn’t last long though because a new leader steps 
up to the table and becomes the next tyrant of Animal Farm. This tyrant 
is known as Napoleon, one of the pigs. Napoleon is responsible for the 
downfall of Animal Farm for two main reasons. First, his own dictatorship. 
Napoleon took over the farm forcefully. He then changed all the rules and 
abolished the original seven commandments the animals put in place. 
He also began taking everything for himself. These actions led to the 
animals questioning his leadership, although this didn’t last long because 
most animals were not able to articulate what was taking place. His ac-
tions also led to the animals forming uprisings resembling the rebellion 
that took place years back. In the end, they were shut down due to Na-
poleon’s harsh punishments. These punishments resemble the punish-
ments Jones gave, such as flogging. This leads into our second reason. 

Next, Napoleon’s constant mistreatment of the animals also helped with 
the downfall. Napoleon might seem benevolent on the outside, but on the 
inside he is a terrible person.  Napoleon didn’t give the animals enough 
food. They got the same amount of food as if they were still working for 
Jones. Along with the low supply of food, Napoleon also forced them to 
work for long hours. Last but not least, if any animal went against Na-
poleon, he would execute them. An example of this is when Napoleon 
ordered the Hens to give up their eggs. The Hens refused and some ani-
mals offered to help them hide their eggs. Napoleon didn’t like this so he 
cut the Hens’ rations and told the dogs to kill any animal that helped them. 
“He ordered the hens’ rations to be stopped, and decreed that any animal 
giving so much as a grain of corn to a hen should be punished by death.” 
(Orwell, p.25) These actions led to the animals not trusting Napoleon. It 
also led to the overall decline of the farm. With all of the mistreatment, the 
animals were slowly dying off. They were becoming incapable of doing 
the tasks Napoleon asked them to do. This coupled with the animals not 
trusting Napoleon led to the overall failure of the farm. 

How could have this been avoided? A solution for the Animal Farm to 
avoid all the “backwardness” was to set up a system to make sure no-
body goes over the line. For example, the United States has a system of 
checks and balances in the government to make sure nobody crosses the 
line. Something like this in Animal farm might have been beneficial for it 
to succeed. All in all, the main cause for the downfall of Animal Farm was 
Napoleon and it could’ve been avoided. 

ANIMAL FARM

Genesis Reyes ‘25

Animal Farm by George Orwell explains how the animals who finally got 
rid of the humans so they can have the farm for themselves, actually end-
ed up right where they started. Meaning, that when the animals got rid of 
the humans, then someone else took control of them once more

One reason as to why Animal Farm had failed is because of all the hor-
rible things that Napoleon and his followers did to all the animals and 
for the benefits of Animal Farm. They were one of the causes as to why 
Animal Farm fell, and here are the effects as to why this had happened. 
The first effect that they caused was changing all the rules into something 
else, and they also broke them as well. For example, Napoleon had the 
audacity to abolish some of the animals out of Animal Farm. Some of the 
animals that were sent away were Molly, Boxer, Snowball, and he even 
killed some of the animals because they were secretly talking with Snow-
ball. The other effect that caused the downfall of Animal Farm was that 
the pigs and Napoleon were starting to befriend the humans. Apparently, 
on page 46 Orwell states, “There, round the long table, sat half a dozen 
farmers and half a dozen eminent pigs, Napoleon himself occupying the 
seat of honor at the head of the table.” So basically, this means the pigs 
and Napoleon and the pigs are actually trying to befriend the humans 
even though they are not supposed to since all the animals have been 
trying to get rid of the humans. Instead, the pigs were just doing nothing 
but gambol across the field like humans. 

This second and final cause is about the downfall of talks about how some 
of the animals were not really working together that much. For instance, 
when the humans left, the animals had to work so that the farm could 
keep going, but some of the animals refused to work. These two effects 
that go with this cause will explain how and why they did this. This first 
effect states that like the opening sentence for this paragraph said, that 
they were not working together. In the beginning of the book when the 
animals finally got rid of the humans, they probably knew that they had to 
keep the farm going if they wanted to live in it. Meaning that they needed 

Ashley Garrido ‘23
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to do work to help support the farm for them to live in. While most of the 
animals were working, some of them were not. Some of these animals 
that did not want to help work kept on making excuses just to get out of it. 
As a result, some of the animals got kicked out of the farm for not working. 
One good example is Molly because all she would do all day is just eat 
her food, sleep, and always care about her ribbons and to make sure she 
looks cute. One day though, she got kicked out of the farm because she 
was not working like the rest of the animals, and she was seen talking to 
a publican. That is the first effect, but the second one talks about how the 
animals started to kill each other. The main things that made the animals 
kill each other was for food and that some of them were talking with Snow-
ball secretly. When some of the animals confessed that they were talking 
with Snowball, Napoleon got filled with so much malignity that he made 
the dogs kill them. Another way that the animals died was that they got 
eaten by the other animals. This resulted in cannibalism because the pigs 
and Napoleon were not properly feeding them. 

In conclusion, one solution that could have possibly stopped Animal Farm 
from failing is that if the leader (Napoleon) would take care of the animals 
they would not have failed. Or, if they would also obey and follow all the 
rules and do their work together, that could have also prevented the down-
fall of the world they thought they wanted.

OF MICE AND MEN
Antwan Lopez ‘24

One of the greatest writing tools an author can master is foreshadowing, 
as it gives a great reason for a reader to reread the story. Though to use 
it effectively one must know what foreshadowing is. Foreshadowing is 
telling future events through hints. In past or present events. One book 
where foreshadowing plays an important role is Of Mice and Men.

First it is important to look at the most important event foreshadowed in 
Of Mice and Men. That would be Lennie’s death which was foreshadowed 
by Candy’s dog getting killed. This is because they were killed the same 
way, by the same weapon, and those closest to the individuals have the 
same reaction. The best way is through these quotes in the text, “George 
raised the gun and steadied it, and he brought the muzzle of it close to 
the back of Lennie’s head . . . he lay without quivering.”(Steinbeck, p.106) 
and, “Carlson said, “The way I’d shoot him, he wouldn’t feel nothing. I’d 
put the gun right there.” . . . He wouldn’t even quiver.”(Steinbeck, p.46). 
This is the most important event and what foreshadowed it.

Next is the difference between the two events and why it is a benefit to the 
story. The biggest difference between the two events is the importance 
and time given to them. This is the biggest difference as Candy’s dog get-
ting killed has little emphasis and we quickly move past it while Lennie’s 
death is the ending to the book and describes George’s emotions and be-

havior in excruciating detail. This is great for the book as it is a great treat 
for those who remember the dog’s death at the end of the book as well if 
the reader the book the foreshadowing comes as a shock where for either 
group it leaves a long lasting memory which gives the book longevity. This 
is  the difference in the events and why it is a benefit to the story.

Lastly, how the foreshadowed event is related to the turning point and 
how it helps us understand the turning point. The foreshadowed event 
is related to the turning point as if it never happened the foreshadowed 
event would never happen. The foreshadowed event helps us understand 
the turning point by showing just how important it really is. This is because 
Lennie’s death has much emotion poured into it so you see Carly’s wife 
dying way more seriously. These are how the foreshadowed event is re-
lated to the turning point and how it helps us understand the turning point.

This has shown why foreshadowing is important and prevalent in Of Mice 
and Men. This was shown by giving examples of foreshadowing , the 
differences between the two events, and how it is related to the turning 
point. This is why foreshadowing is a writing tool that vastly improves 
writing and storing telling.

Angela Torres ‘22
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Dylan Rivas ‘24

“Dreams: What is the importance of dreams in Of Mice and Men? What 
role do they play in people’s lives? How do people use dreams, and how 
do various characters’ dreams affect them?”

Dreams. They are a strange phenomenon, yet without them, we would 
struggle in achieving our goals. They are there to comfort you when you’re 
down. That no matter how painful the current situation is, it will get better 
and you will eventually live your dream, so just endure it for some time. 
Moreover, without a dream, you will work without a goal in mind. You are 
working, but you don’t know where you want life to take you. Living with 
a goal in mind helps to keep a direction in your life, as well as motivating 
you. The characters in the story “Of Mice and Men” can prove to you the 
statements I presented have truth to them and actually affect the outcome 
of the story.

George is a pretty big dreamer. Throughout the story, George would al-
ways talk about him and Lenny living the American Dream. That dream 
is the whole reason why they’re even working the job in the first place, 
they’re working together for money to save up to buy a small piece of 
land. Even when Lenny made times tough for George, he was still part 
of the dream, so George had to save him. Lenny is a big guy and also 
a big dreamer. He shared George’s dream too, but for pretty much one 
particular reason- the rabbits. George’s dream actually had a pretty big 
impact on the story. Lenny was obsessed with the idea of eventually being 
able to take care of rabbits, so when he accidentally killed a pup, he was 
extremely worried that George would take away that dream. Lenny then 
comes across Curley’s wife, who eventually lets Lenny touch her soft hair. 
Consequently, Lenny doesn’t let go and Curley’s wife starts screaming 
and yelling. Worried about the rabbits even more, Lenny starts shaking 
her to quiet her down or else he would get in even more trouble, which 
causes her neck to break. “‘Don’t you go yellin,’ he said, and he shook 
her; and her body flopped like a fish. And then she was still, for Lennie 
had broken her neck.” (Steinbeck, page 91). The dream of taking care of 
rabbits essentially killed Curley’s wife, the shaking was caused by Lenny 
not wanting to get in trouble and getting his dream ruined.

Finally, the last dreamer in the novel Of Mice and Men  is Crooks. Crooks 
doesn’t directly say he has this dream, but from analyzing his text we can 
see he does have a dream. Crook’s dream is to be treated as an equal, 
a normal human being. However, because he was black and a cripple 
during this time period, he was rarely ever given attention and sat lonely 
in his own room, gingerly rubbing liniment on his poor contorted back. 
Sloughed by society for who he was. Crooks comforts his loneliness by 
dreaming all day, that maybe one day people wouldn’t treat him terribly. 
This is the reason he shows hostility towards anyone that enters his place, 
he sees them as the people stopping him from living his dream.

So to return to the question, what role do dreams play in people’s lives? 
Well, they are a comforter for some. People like Crooks rely pretty heavily 
on his dream to comfort him. Us human beings also rely on dreams for 
another reason- a motivator. Setting a goal for yourself, like George and 
Lenny did, leads you in the direction YOU want and helps motivate you to-
wards that direction. Whatever a person chooses to do with their dreams, 
it will benefit them.

Trinity Miller ‘22
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Suzie Sloh ‘24
 
One of the themes of John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men is discrimina-
tion. It affects the characters and their lives. Different characters respond 
differently to the discrimination they face in the story. Discrimination has 
such a significant presence in the novella that it affects its ending. 

In this story, Steinbeck reminds readers of how discriminatory the world 
is. Realistically, the characters in the story are treated differently because 
of characteristics that they have no control over. Some of these charac-
teristics include race, disabilities, and age. This writer often witnesses 
discrimination just like this in their society as well. Characters in the story 
react differently to discrimination, and it affects their lives differently. Stein-
beck demonstrates this theme of discrimination through the characters of 
Crooks, Lenny, and Candy. 

Firstly, Crooks is a black stable ranch in the story. He is the only black man 
on the ranch and because of this, he is forced to be isolated and lonely. In 
addition, Crooks has a bad back due to an incident with a horse and con-
stantly applies liniment. Consequently, he is mistreated and experiences 
a large amount of racism and discrimination.  For instance, in the story, 
Crooks has a conversation with Lennie and Curley’s wife where Curley’s 
wife speaks to him in a derogatory way and implies that she could have 
him lynched at any time. All of this makes him a bitter and resentful per-
son. He feels alone and longs for company throughout the story.

Like Crooks, Lennie faces discrimination in his daily life but for a different 
reason. Lennie suffers from a mental disability that makes him incapable 
of making good decisions and controlling himself. Lennie is treated as 
less than by everyone around him. For example, Curley starts a fight with 
Lennie and punches him in the face because he sees him as an easy 
target. Another example is when Crooks picks on Lennie and tells him 
that George will abandon him. The text states, “That ranch we’re goin’ to 
is right down there about a quarter mile. We’re gonna go in an’ see the 
boss. Now, look—I’ll give him the work tickets, but you ain’t gonna say a 
word. You jus’ stand there and don’t say nothing. If he finds out what a 
crazy bastard you are, we won’t get no job, but if he sees ya work before 
he hears ya talk, we’re set.” (Steinbeck, p.1) This quote is an example of 
how even George discriminates against Lenny. This same discrimination 
affects the story’s ending when George takes advantage of Lennie’s dis-
ability to kill him.

Finally, Candy is an old ranch worker who also experiences discrimina-
tion. Due to his old age, he experiences some physical disabilities that 
limit the work he can do on the ranch. As a result, people on the ranch feel 
that Candy is useless and inessential. He is apprehensive that the head of 
the ranch will eventually slough him. 

Through the examples cited above, it is evident that the characters in this 
story experience discrimination and inequality due to a lack of qualities 
and abilities. John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men echoes the following 
famous lines of poet Robert Burns: “The best laid plans of mice and men 
often go astray, and leave us only grief and pain for promised joy.” This 
quote means that people aim to be happy and end up with only grief and 
pain. The characters discussed above are left with this grief because of 
discrimination.

Mikayla Blackwood ‘23
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RUMBLE FISH
Kiarah Valverde ‘25

In Rumble Fish the colors I will be using are blue and purple. The reason 
why I’m using more than one color is because not everybody is perfect 
and has only one emotion towards something, in this story the Motorcy-
cle boy had a lot of emotional feelings towards people and in general. I 
always have a lot of feelings towards something specific or in general 
because we always go through a roller coaster of emotions since that’s 
how life is. Purple describes loyalty, honesty and somebody that is a good 
person and doesn’t break promises but at the same time they aren’t per-
fect either. That explains me alot in many ways because I keep promises 
and my loyalty to everyone no matter what, turning your back on other 
people is what you shouldn’t be doing rto other people. Blue is another 
way of describing myself because we all go through that wave of sadness 
or not feeling happy in any way. Sometimes I get sad over a lot of things 
that don’t go right. I really relate to this novel in many ways because The 
Motorcycle Boy really just wanted to be a better person and deserved to 
be treated better after Steve dropped him as a friend. 

 The kind of bowl that I live in is more to myself which I focus on keeping a 
close circle to me and less people surrounded by me so I don’t have any 
negative energy against me. The rules that would be in my environment 
would have to mainly be positive energy and people being nice, because 
being surrounded by that type of energy can lead to bad things and that’s 
not what I would want. Steve was more confused on what he wanted and 
lived a harder life than others, I can really relate to his experience and 
what he went through. He really needed a lot of time to himself and want-
ed to distance himself from a lot of people, he had a lot of negative people 
in his surroundings that created the person he was. In my environment I 
wouldn’t want that at all because of how bad it can create. Having a good 
mindset and making people respect you and others can lead to better and 
good things in life and for your future. 

Bradley Taveras ‘25

In the novel Rumble Fish by S.E. Hinton, there are characters with differ-
ent personalities. They can be represented by different colored fish.  I feel 
like I am more like the purple fish, Steve, because the purple fish is the 
brave one and the most loyal. Steve is always with his friends and they 
do bad stuff but Steve doesn’t do that stuff because he knows better. I am 
also always with my friends. We don’t do bad stuff but if they do I know 
I am not going to do it. Back in my past I didn’t have good friends so I 
left them. This is what Steve did when he left Rusty James because he 
almost got hurt so he knew that he needed to leave that. I am like Steve 
because we both know to stay out of trouble and will leave a situation if it 
could lead to bad things. 

The bowl I live in is Trenton Catholic Preparatory Academy. It’s a small 
bowl because it’s a small school. But I like my bowl because it’s small 
and it can help improve my life. I want to be a mechanic in the future. 
TCPA has a VoTech program that I can take in my junior year so I can 
start working towards my future career while I’m still in high school. I can 
get one-on-one help here from my teachers that I might not get help from 
somewhere else. Steve left his bowl because it wasn’t helping him to be 
who he wanted to be. Being in the bowl didn’t help him to go to school so 
he left it to achieve his goal. This would help my future because I can start 
working on my future at a younger age.

Briana Chaperon ‘23
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Short Story Essays
TWO KINDS

Nathaly DeLeon ‘25

The story Two Kinds by Amy Tan is about Jing-Mei Woo’s (Amy) childhood 
and how the expectations of her mother affected her life. Amys’ mother 
always thought her daughter could be a prodigy. Her mother thought she 
could be a Chinese Shirley Temple. As a result she took Amy to a beauty 
school to curl her hair into big fat curls which ended up failing so she had 
to get a “peter pan” haircut which is pretty popular nowadays, basically 
wanting Amy to look like someone she wasn’t. Afterward, her mother put 
Amy into piano lessons, trading housekeeping for weekly lessons and a 
piano for her to play on every single day for 2 hours. Amy at first kept tell-
ing her mom how she could not stand playing the piano anymore, none-
theless her mother still continued to make her play the piano. So when 
she finally had to perform, she was not able to play the piano correctly 
cuz Old Chong was deaf! Old Chong could not hear both if or when she 
pressed the wrong keys, which resulted in her performance turning into 
a fiasco.
 
At last they had stopped being close with each other like they were be-
fore, because of Amys’ comment on her mothers dead babies back in 
China, which resulted in their relationship becoming sour. For her thir-
teenth birthday her mother offered to give her the piano, which Amy saw 
as a sign of forgiveness, removing the burden. She told Amy that she was 
the only one who could play the piano and the only one who could have 
it. She also said that she could have been a genius if she wanted to, as 
long as she tried too. Her mother never talked about the disaster at the 
recital. This was a sweet thing she did, to not make things worse than they 
already were, if they continued to talk about it, that would have just made 
everything else sour. I think she should have let Amy be herself all along, 
you should always let your child be whoever they want to be and not force 
them to be someone they are not. She pushed Amy away which ended 
up in her not wanting to talk to her mom ever again until she grew up, she 
never saw Amys’ true potential, which was writing because she was so 
blinded with her own expectations of her own daughter.

Peter Heredia ‘25

Two Kinds is a short story written by Amy Tan that explains a relation-
ship between Jing-mei, a Chinese American, and her mother, who is a 
Chinese immigrant. Jing-mei’s mother’s expectations were too high; she 
wanted her daughter to be a child prodigy, like some type of genius. Her 
mother gave her these prodigy-like tests. It was obvious why. The ques-
tions that were on the test were simple questions, such as: what is the 
capital of California? Or she would let Jing-mei read a verse from the Bi-
ble and ask her what she remembered. All of this basically ended in a big 
fight with Jing-mei and her mother because she did not want to take any 
of these tests. She hated them. Jing-mei started to get mad at her mother 
when she was forced to take piano lessons. When she went to see her 
piano teacher, Mr. Chong, who was deaf and blind, she started to use that 
as an advantage to not do anything when she went.

“Then I wish I wasn’t your daughter. I wish you weren’t my mother, “I 
shouted. As I said these things, I got scared. These were the words Jing-
mei said to her mother. Jing-mei really never brought up the fiasco with 
her mother along with the argument they had. I am sure that as time went 
by, Jing-mei showed peace to her mother. The mother started to make 
peace by giving her daughter the piano as a sign of forgiveness. During 
that week that she gave the piano, Jing-mei sent a tuner for the piano to 
get reconditioned. A few months later, her mother died. What do I think 
about the story? It was a good story. It wasn’t my favorite; I didn’t really 
like it, but it was a little sad at the end.

Alan Say ‘25

Two Kinds by Amy Tan is a story which focuses on a mother and daughter 
in which the mother wants her daughter to become a genius at a young 
age. and forces her to take piano lessons. This causes the relationship 
between Amy and her mom to weaken. Suddenly, Amy finally confronts 
her mom in an angry way, which shocks her mom and finally, the piano 
lessons came to an end. However, many years later, Amy’s mom gave 
her the same piano as a gift, which may have been a sign of forgiveness. 
She was hesitant to receive the gift at first, but took it anyway. When she 
opened the piano, she saw the same music sheets she played as a child. 
Some unrealistic goals that Amy’s mom wanted her daughter to achieve 
was to become a child prodigy, which means being skilled at something 
at a young age. This upset Amy and they both started to hate each other. 
She also made Amy play piano and take lessons on it, when she didn’t 
want to. This led to a fiasco when she played the piano at the talent show.

Amy and her mom finally made peace with each other after Amy con-
fronted her mom. The piano lessons stopped. Amy’s mom never forced 
her to do anything again, and Amy never became a child prodigy like her 
mom wanted. And after many years, Amy’s mom gave her the piano as 
a sign of forgiveness. Some of my thoughts on the story are that it is a 
very good story to read as it grabs your attention, and the plot is also very 
entertaining to read. I recommend teachers to read this story to your class 
and students to read on their own. 

Mikayla Blackwood ‘23
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Daniel Montero ‘24

The short story Marigolds holds many meanings and lessons within the 
story. But the theme is the same throughout the whole story. The theme 
being both innocence and compassion cannot co-exist at the same time 
in a person’s life. Lizabeth felt impotent during her family’s struggle and 
therefore felt intimidated by her way of living. Her behavior towards Miss 
Lottie was unpleasant as it came from her inability to discern right from 
wrong. She inevitably destroyed Miss Lottie’s Marigolds which represent-
ed compassion; as soon as she was done Lizabeth lost her innocence. 
But years later when Lizabeth was around the same age as Miss Lottie, 
she planted her own marigolds and finally developed compassion.
 
A time when this reader figured out how to make lemonade from lemons 
life provided, was back when they were little in middle school. It took a 
long time for them to realize this but now they see with full clarity. Once 
this reader had no friends and sometimes pushed around because they 
didn’t try to fit in. For a long time contrition consumed them and couldn’t 
figure out how to change. But the more they interacted they learned, 
eventually gaining the courage to fit in. After that, trying to make friends or 
talk to people didn’t seem so hard and now people try to make acquain-
tances with them. The reader went from being lonely by choice to having 
many friends to never feel lonely again.  

MARIGOLDS
Yamil Perez ‘24

Eugenia Collier’s short story Marigolds shows the effects of poverty on a 
small town. The story shows several themes of poverty, innocence, the 
loss of innocence, and the transition into maturity.  “One day returns to 
me with special clarity for some reason, perhaps because it was the be-
ginning of the experience that in some inexplicable way marked the end 
of innocence.” (page 2 lines 1-4)

(An example of the allusion/theme to the loss of innocence)  Elizbeth ref-
erences a memory that she will never forget “the end of innocence”, This 
so-called end of innocence is Elizabeth’s memory of Miss Lottie’s reac-
tion to Elizabeth destroying her most prized possession, her “Marigolds”.  
All the destruction in Miss Lotties yard just because Elizabeth couldn’t 
stand the presence of the marigolds in her impoverished little town. The 
image of the inexplicable way Miss Lottie felt and did almost nothing ex-
pressed utter defeat and hopelessness which had intimidated unnerved 
and scarred Elizabeth for life “marking the end of innocence”. Elizabeth 
witnessed firsthand the pain she had caused Miss Lottie and for it she 
almost seems to mature from a kid in a matter of moments into a woman. 

Additionally later in the story Elizabeth explains to the reader that Eliz-
abeth herself has planted “Marigolds’’. Elizabeth used to hate these 
Marigolds but now she’s gained a sort of hope from taking care of them. 
Almost like a lemons to lemonade story, This writer has had a similar ex-
perience to Elizabeth in the sense that he’s turned a bad situation into a 
better one. This writer has a condition called Celiac disease (An immune 
reaction to gluten, gluten is most commonly found in wheat, barley, and 
rye) Meaning this writer had to go on a Gluten free diet which in turn 
made The writer start losing some weight. And So This writer took it upon 
himself and decided to start working out and getting out more. 

Ultimately the true reason Elizbeth lashed out at the marigolds is because 
she watched as her own father broke down into tears at their situation. 
Elizabeth realized that things might never change, she felt the anguish of 
the impotence of her life and lost all hope. And as a final plea for help she 
goes over to Miss Lottie’s Marigolds and defaces them. But as Elizbeth 
comes face to face with Miss Lottie’s stoic reaction to Elizbeths outburst, 
Elizbeth realizes in great clarity the reason why Miss Lottie doesn’t try and 
enact a terrible revenge on her. It’s because Miss Lottie understands bet-
ter than anyone else that there is no point in fighting, they are all suffering 
the same pain under the cruel hand of poverty. This writer really enjoyed 
the story, it was an interesting perspective to read from, and (I did relate 
to Elizabeth having celiac at the beginning was very difficult I felt hopeless 
just like her. It was a big change that I was not prepared for. But after a 
little while I learned to keep my diet and I’ve been fine since.)  The themes 
were interesting but very fitting for such a serious topic. The story was silly 
at times but stayed consistently serious around the end.  

McKai Randall ‘25
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THE SCARLETT IBIS
I personally like Doodle more than his brother because of his purity and 
his perseverance. Even though he was in constant pain and strain he still 
tried to please his brother. He would try his best to push forward through 
his disabilities to make his brother and family proud of him. You can also 
see his purity on several occasions. One would be when he first saw the 
swamp and he was amazed with nature’s beauty. When the bird died later 
on in the story he missed out on his favorite meal to give the bird a proper 
burial. He did this even though he was struggling even to shovel the dirt 
out because he did it out of the purity in his heart.

Extra Credit
Many parts of the story remind me of the relationship between Lennie 
and George from Of Mice and Men. It is similar because both Lennie and 
Doodle were disabled in some type of way and they both had a broth-
er-like figure; biological or not that guided them in life. In Of Mice and Men 
George pushed Lennie to be gentle and to remember things even though 
it was mentally and physically wrong for him. In the novel “The Scarlet 
Ibis” the narrator pushed Doodle to learn how to walk and do other things 
that “normal” kids do even though it was hard for him as well.

Andrea Lopez ‘24

Do you think having pride is a good thing? In the story The Scarlet Ibis 
pridefulness goes to a whole other level. Doodle’s brother was way too 
prideful in the way he treated Doodle. As brothers, Doodle’s brother 
should have helped his brother and taken care of him. Although he did 
the total opposite. In the text (The Scarlet Ibis) it states,’’ One day I took 
him up to the barn loft and showed him his casket, telling him how we all 
had believed he would die”.This is an example of how selfish Doodle’s 
brother  was in showing the casket to his 5 year old brother. This caused 
a sense of extreme fear to Doodle. 

Doodle’s brother also felt humiliation when seen with his brother who 
couldn’t walk. In the text it states,’’ When Doodle was five years old, I 
was embarrassed at having a brother of that age who couldn’t walk, so 
I set out to teach him”. This shows that Doodle’s brother only showed 
Doodle how to walk for his benefits and not Doodles. The fact that he 
didn’t accept Doodle for who he was is really upsetting. Doodle was born 
differently which meant he needed more to be taken care of. Although 
even when Doodle did learn how to walk he wasn’t happy for Doodle but 
for himself. In the text it states, “They did not know that I did it for myself, 
that pride, whose slave I was, spoke to me louder than all their voices… 
Doodle walked only because I was ashamed of having a crippled broth-
er.” So he was only excited and proud of himself, that he didn’t have the 
‘’crippled’’ brother anymore. 

In the story Doodle was my favorite character. “She said he would live 
because he was born in a caul, and cauls were made from Jesus’ night-
gown”. I really like the thought that Doodle was a miracle and that he lived 
because Jesus helped him. In the text it also states, “Finally one day, after 
many weeks of practicing, he stood alone for a few seconds”. This proves 
that even with Doodle’s condition he never gave up to continue learning 
different things. Overall, this story taught us a lot but you should never let 
your pride take over the opportunity of you being a better person.

McKai Randall ‘25

Dalia Cancel Batista ‘24

In the story The Scarlet Ibis, the theme is that pride should not become 
the main focus of life. After reading the story I believe that the narrator or 
Doodle’s big brother was too prideful in the way he treated Doodle. An 
example of this is when the narrator made him swim until he turned blue 
and worked him too hard to the point where he would even have fevers 
because of this. The narrator is so engulfed in his selfish desire for a ‘bet-
ter’ brother that he does not give Doodle a chance to rest. The narrator 
appears to care more about him being capable of doing these ‘fun’ things 
than his brother having fun doing them does.

Pursuing this further, In the story Doodle has stated that he doesn’t 
mind being different but his brother keeps pushing him regardless. Even 
though he says that being different from everyone else in school wouldn’t 
make a difference he pushed him further regardless. The narrator started 
pushing Doodle so hard that he started having nightmares. In another 
instance that supports my claim was towards the end of the novel. In the 
end the narrator knew that Doodle couldn’t run and he heard him yelling 
to not leave him which he did regardless. When this was happening the 
narrator realized that his dreams of having a “normal” brother weren’t 
going to come true so he was bitter and ran even faster. When he finally 
came back he realized that what he had done caused more damage than 
good and he let his pride get the best of him which led to Doodle’s death.
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Michael Perez ‘24

In the short story The Scarlet Ibis, Doodle’s brother is extremely prideful 
and uses it to have control over his little brother. I am against Doodle’s 
brother’s idea, because he’s too prideful and harsh with his actions to-
wards Doodle. Although he loved his younger brother and was sympa-
thetic towards him, his actions were too extreme. There’s limits to what 
you want to accomplish. Doodle’s older brother could’ve been better tak-
ing care of him because bad things never end well. 

Doodle’s older brother was harsh from the beginning of the story, ever 
since Doodle was born. In the text it states, “He was born when I was six 
and was, from the outset, a disappointment.” This shows that Doodle’s 
older brother wanted a better expectation, he wanted a normal brother 
who was “perfect”.  This explains a lot about Doodle’s older brother; he’s 
very egotistical. There are many examples of Doodle’s older brother In 
the text it states, “Aw, come on, Doodle. You can do it. Do you want to 
be different from everybody else when you start school?” Doodle’s older 
brother is obsessed with making Doodle the “perfect” brother and starts 
to make Doodle uncomfortable. You can start to feel sympathy towards 
Doodle because his brother doesn’t seem to care about him, he just cares 
about himself and is being narcissistic. In the short story Doodle’s brother 
starts to realize that his pride had taken control over him he begins to 
realize the horrible things he did to Doodle. In the text it states, “But all of 
us must have something to be proud of, and Doodle had become mine. 
I did not know then that pride is a wonderful, terrible thing, a seed that 
bears two vines, life and death.” Doodle’s brother is aware of his pride, 
but he does not know how horrible it will end up after his mistakes. This 
explains that Doodle understood his mistakes but just decided to ignore 
them because of his pride.

In conclusion, Doodle’s brother is extremely prideful and uses this to take 
control of his little brother. Doodle’s brother is extreme in nature; he is 
harsh, malicious, and manipulative. I reject the Ideas of Doodle’s brother 
and I always will. Reading the story made me realize that there are hor-
rendous people out in the world. I will never forgive someone who will 
treat me the way Doodle’s brother did. We should realize what we do in 
our daily lives if they’re bad or good because you never know if you might 
end up doing the mistake Doodle’s brother did. I completely go against 
Doodle’s brother’s actions. 

Anthony Rivera ‘24

In The Scarlet Ibis it is presented that since the day Doodle was born he 
wasn’t expected to live and a coffin was created for him. At this point of the 
story we can imagine he won’t live a normal life due to the conditions of 
his heart and he won’t be able to last long before he dies. Even his family 
seems ashamed about the problems he had and they won’t support him 
to learn the basic things of a human living except for another person who 
also disliked him and it was his brother. But it wasn’t because he felt love 
for his brother or that he wanted to spend time with him, it was because 
he felt embarrassed of having such a useless brother who couldn’t even 
walk. “Doodle was five years old when I turned 13. I was embarrassed 
at having a brother of that age who couldn’t walk, so I set out to teach 
him (Hurts, p1).” As the story moves forward the narrator reveals more 
information about how the pride he has blocks him from being happy with 
Doodle and creates a superior feeling. “They didn’t know that I did it just 
for myself, that Doodle walked only because I was ashamed of having a 
crippled brother.”(Hurts, pg 2). At the end of the story we can find a con-
tradiction between the feelings of the narrator. He initially keeps moving 
forward ignoring the creams of Doodle that begin him to stop, revealing 
he hadn’t changed at all but at the end he cries when he sees Doodle 
death knowing he had caused this, he was aware of Doodle’s limits and 
he decided to keep him moving forward. He also compares Doodle to the 
birth that was found early in the story, the family laughed at Doodle for 
wanting to bury him but now the narrator is found in the same situation. “ 
I lay there crying, sheltering my fallen scarlet ibis.” 

Giancarlo Cortes ‘25
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Extra Credit
Of Mice and Men relates to The Scarlet Ibis because at the end of both 
stories both George and the Narrator are relieved from their responsibility 
of taking care of their brothers. In Of Mice and Men at the end when 
George decided to kill Lennie he didn’t consider other options to solve 
the situation and he decided for the easiest one that would benefit both of 
them, Lennie would die without pain and George would now live a normal 
life without having to worry about external conflicts. In “The Scarlet Ibis” 
when both brothers were running because of the storm the narrator knew 
about Doodle not being able to keep up with him and he decided to leave 
him behind knowing the different possibilities of that action. In both text at 
the end of the story both George and the narrator show emotions towards 
the actions they took, even do George didn’t show that much of emotions 
in the inside he must had felt guilty of ending him while in The Scarlet 
Ibis the narrator did show emotions which won’t last long since he know 
Doodle couldn’t kept up with him, he knew he could die so he’s probably 
crying because of what he see not what he feels. 

Gabriel Santana ‘24

The Scarlet Ibis is a story where the main theme is that pride shouldn’t 
be the focus of life. The narrator had a little brother named Doodle with 
an issue with his heart and could not do normal kid things. The narrator 
ignores this in order to teach him how to walk, run, swim, and row since 
he was embarrassed to have a brother who couldn’t walk by the time he 
was five. There is a debate whether the narrator did all those things out 
of pride, or in order to make Doodle have a great life before he died. I 
think he taught Doodle all of those things out of pride, and here are my 
reasons why.

At the start, it is established that Doodle had some sort of issue with his 
heart and was weaker than usual. The older brother was disappointed 
since he wanted a younger brother that he could play with. Since Doodle 
couldn’t do normal kid things, the older brother planned to smother him 
with a pillow before Doodle grinned at him and gave the older brother 
hope. In the middle of the story, the older brother admitted that Doodle 
was a burden due to his heart problem, and the older brother was embar-
rassed that Doodle couldn’t walk by the age of 5, so he decided to teach 
Doodle himself for his own benefit. Once he reveals that he taught Doodle 
how to walk, he starts crying since his family doesn’t know the real reason 
behind teaching Doodle. Near the end, the older brother has taught Doo-
dle how to run, swim, and row, but since summer was ending, he doubled 
the work Doodle had to do, overworking him in order to make him stand 
out once school started. Really, Doodle didn’t even care, meaning that it 
was for the older brother’s benefit.

I think the story is great at telling how too much pride could make you lose 
something, or someone close to you. I liked the older brother more since 
I could somewhat relate to him. Having my pride damaged by something 
minor, like Doodle not knowing how to walk by the age of five, is a com-
mon occurrence. Another reason as to why I relate to the older brother is 
once I get good at something, I believe in my own infallibility in that skill, 
like how the older brother did with his teaching of Doodle. 

Dania Tejada ‘24

In the short story Scarlet Ibis the older brother uses pride to reject Doodle’s 
heart condition. I say this because of what he does to Doodle in the end. 
In the story Doodle’s brother kills him out of his own pridefulness believing 
that he would be giving him a better life because Doodle is disabled. In the 
story it states, “ I knew he was watching me, watching for a sign of mercey.” 
This is showing that  Doodle’s brother was giving him a hard time and not 
willing to show him any remorse after slipping in mud. It also shows him 
being directly mean to him because he doesn’t want to be there for Doodle 
or anything to do with him. 

Doodle’s brother is very prideful and we see that throughout a lot of the 
story. In the story Doodles brother clearly doesn’t care about him enough 
to save him or help him out with his life. In the story it states, “Doodle only 
walked because i was ashamed of having a crippeled brother.” This shows 
that Doodle’s brother’s pride gets in the way of showing him his love for 
him and it also shows how ashamed he was of his brother.  Lastly, in this 
story Doodle’s brother obviously doesn’t want him around anymore so he 
sets off to kill him intentionally, unintentionally. In the text it states, “ I ran as 
fast as i could, leaving him behind.” This goes to show that Doodle’s broth-
er wanted him dead and that he got his point across. He showed extremely 
too much pride because Doodle couldn’t do the things he did. 
 
In my opinion I liked the story. It gives people an inside look of what so 
much pride in a person could do to you and affect others in so many ways. 
I liked both kids in this story but Doodle more in this story because Doodle 
had good intentions and was a sweet kid. In the text he tells everyone how 
his brother taught him to walk and his brother started to cry because the 
only reason he taught him to walk was because he was ashamed of him. 
In the text it states, “ Doodle had told them it was I who had taught him to 
walk, so everyone hugged me, and I began to cry.” This shows how much 
pride he has. In the beginning I liked the narrator only because he seemed 
to be genuine, careful, and sweet until we got to seeing his true colors. For 
example, in the text it states, “ On Hot days, Doodle and I went down to the 
horsehead landing, and I gave him swimming lessons.” This puts him out 
to be a nice kid who cares and wants his brother to succeed in life. 

Frida Kahlo by Angela Torres ‘22
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Who is Your Hero?
Torrey Matlock ‘23

To many people the word-for-word definition of the word “hero” is differ-
ent. To me, a hero is someone who puts others before himself or herself, 
someone who has determination, courage. Someone who is protective, 
and helpful. Lastly, what I think is the most important trait is that a hero is 
inspirational. My hero will always be my mother, and I say that my mother 
is my hero for a number of reasons. 

My mother has raised me and one of my oldest sisters, as a single parent, 
while going to work. Yes, my mother is a single parent, but she wasn’t 
completely helpless. My mother had my grandparents, uncles, aunts, and 
cousins to help raise my sister, but for me, it was mostly my mother raising 
me. My mom paid for my education, took me to school and from school for 
my entire life, worked, and got an education. While I was in middle school 
my mother attended Rider University to finish her education. I remember 
my mom picking me up from school late, getting home late from classes, 
while still being able to take me to school the next day and work. If this 
isn’t an example of determination, then I don’t know what is.   
   
My mother also inspires me every day to finish high school, pursue my 
goals, and chase my dreams. She went to college while working, and 
raising kids just tells me that you can do anything if you put your mind to 
it and really want it.

Vonyea Blackwood ‘24

Hecybel Morales- Angel ‘23

Choosing a hero nowadays is hard, because everyone that I know choos-
es a superhero like Batman, Superman, Green Lantern. I really don’t 
consider anyone a hero, because everyone helps each other. If I had to 
choose someone, it would be Harriet Tubman, because she helped so 
many people and the courage and bravery she had. She is an inspiration 
like many others who helped during that time period. 
                  
She was known as a spy and a military leader who led enslaved men, 
women, and children to freedom through the Underground Railroad. She 
made 19 trips to Canada to free slaves. Even though she did the impos-
sible and could have been killed doing this, she still found a way to help 
others in need. I can relate to this, because when I was little, my mom 
always taught me to help others, because the good always comes back. 
I was taught two languages– Spanish and English. That has helped me 
a lot, because we live in a country where all types of culture are allowed. 

Alana Allen ‘23

I would say my hero is my grandma, because she taught me so much stuff 
in my life. She showed me the things at a really young age so I could get 
prepared in the future. My grandma is a hard-working, strong and brave 
woman. I love how my grandma is a fast-paced person, she walks faster 
than me, my sister, and my whole family. She says she gets her fast pace 
from just working hard at her job.

My grandma always tells me to listen to her because she knows more 
than everyone else that I know in my life. When I was young I never really 
listened when she said that to me because I was really looking up to 
my sister, my mom and my aunt all at once. But as soon as I got older I 
noticed that all 3 of them combined together is my grandma all in one. All 
my life she told me to listen to her and she gave and I received the good 
advice she gave me.

I feel as though older people know more than any other under age person 
because they have much more experience than others. The older people 
would tell you stories that you will never hear from a younger person 
because they only have a few stories to tell you but if you ask an older 
person for a story from their past they will give you a ten chapter book 
about their stories that they share with you.

Sidney Douglas ‘23

My hero is tied between my mom and my dad. They have both been there 
for me through my whole life, giving me inspiration & advice and alot of 
other things that can guide me to be a better person in the future. They 
both have inspired me to be the best person I can be, to try my hardest at 
anything I participate in, and anything I want to achieve greatly . If I didn’t 
have them in my life, honestly I’m not sure where I’d be. I appreciate them 
greatly and let them know whenever I can, and that is who my HERO is.   

T.J. Keese ‘23

My hero is my Father. He is my hero, because I look up to him and every-
thing he does. He birthed me and taught me everything I know, and I’m 
going to continue to learn from him until I’m an adult. My dad took care of 
me when I was younger and is still taking care of me. It’s a good thing to 
have both parents in your life, so I am grateful for that. My dad helps me 
so much in my life, and so does my mother. They both are my heroes. 
But my dad is more of my hero, because he is a boy, and we understand 
each other better.
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Poetry

Japan Ferguson ‘25

I’m somebody, a very funny soul,
When you laugh with me I’ll make you feel whole.
I can cheer you up real fast,
When you’re with me you’ll have a blast.

I’m a wonderful sister and I’m the youngest,
But they should all know that I’m the toughest.
I love my family with my whole heart,
They’ve been there for me right from the start.

I have a favorite sister and people say we look alike,
We argue a lot but we never actually fist fight.
Even though she’s older than me I’m the taller one,
But in the end we always have fun.

I have many fun hobbies that I like to do,
Like drawing, painting or reading too.
Sometimes I just like to sleep all day,
And all my problems melt away.

I hope my future is how I want it to be,
Then finally I’ll be free.
From all the drama and the mess,
And I’ll have my long wanting success.   

I’M SOMEBODY

Giancarlo Cortes ‘25
Bradley Taveras ‘25

I am somebody, 
You might know me from school,
Sometimes I can be like a tool.
I am always here to help you.

I live with my mom,dad,and sister.
I only have one sibling.

I am always assisting her,
Sometimes I tease her.

 
I am a friend.

We talk loudly, a lot like a bell,
It’s like we yell.

You know me too well.

I am always busy at work,
That’s why I have a smirk.

But when I am free,
You know I can be there.

I want to be a mechanic,
Because I’m Hispanic.

I also want a wife and kids,
But I hope they don’t act like pigs.

Cianni Thompson ‘25

I’m somebody who plays basketball, 
I’m a person who stays in the books and halls.
 I’m somebody that’s not well-known, 
I love to spend time alone. 

Family is something I love most,
They’re the best, sorry to boast.
I’m the only girl in the family, 
I have three older brothers, sadly. 

I don’t consider myself having a best friend,
I have close friends that’ll ride ‘til the end.
We usually might fight,
But at the end of the day, everything’s all right.

I love to make videos on Tiktok,
I always dance around the clock. 
Hooping is my favorite sport,
I’m a superstar on and off the court. 

I would love to be a hooper one day,
Dribbling, scoring points and making plays. 
It’s a dream to play in the WNBA, 
Maybe it’ll come true one day. 
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As the Days Go
Ashley Garrido ‘23

That time of the year where I began my endless fights.
Within myself I find those worries chasing me down, 
Tired of trying my best, do I even have rights.
Can someone help me before my smile turns to a frown.

Living in a world were I have to be successful in life,
Do you really think I’m having fun.
Everyone doing fine while I’m being trapped in time of strife,
Why can’t things go my way, I just wanna run.

All these worries has me stuck and the feeling of sloth,
So I took myself for a walk.
I let the anger out and remind myself of my troth.
These thoughts in my head have not been letting me talk.

When I laugh I want it to be sincere,
But I don’t know how to let go of this fear.  

SHAKESPEAREAN SONNETS

Beowulf by Fernando Aguirre ‘23

The Siren
Lindsay Gomez ‘23

My kind siren, you inspire me to write.
How I love the way you sing, swim, and laugh,
Invading my mind day and through the night,
Always dreaming about the monograph.

Let me compare you to a slim clover?
You are more evil, heavy and able.
Blind storms whip the twiglets of October,
And autumn time has the trestle table.

How do I love you? Let me count the ways.
I love your dim attitude, style and voice.
Thinking of your caring style fills my days.
My love for you is the freshwater boyce.

Now I must away with a stable heart,
Remember my grim words whilst we’re apart.

 

How people always misspell my name
Torrey Matlock ‘23

Our parents give us our names, 
And with it can come shame or fame.
I am named after my father, 
Agreed with the name did my mother.

My name is Torrey Matlock Jr,
And misspelling my first name will always occur.
How my name is spelled certainly unique, 
But hearing people spell it wrong sometimes makes me want to freak. 
Whether they spell it with a i or e, 
Spelling my name will make anyone lose a spelling bee. 

It is a surprise when anyone spells my name right the first time,
But people misspelling my name is why I wrote this rhyme. 
I love my name, while people spelling my name wrong is a pain,
Having my name gives me some good nicknames. 
Torre, Tory, Tori, Tore, Torry, 
I wonder which one it would be.
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Trapped
Daisheiry Cua ‘23

These four walls obliterated the past me
Stuck in an tempest that i’m doomed to be within
To tread out of this would mean to be free
Though my life would be a sin

It’s been drilled into my head
One wrong move and it’s the end
Might as well setup my own deathbed
This version of me would never get mend

I’m not ready to risk it all
My time is not near yet 
So for now I can just brawl
And set on my best bet

Though I will most likely fail 
I won’t go out as frail

Football is the Game
Clarence Brock ‘23

The game is played in America
In high school, college, and the NFL
Rivalries creates huge emotions
Crowded stadiums and huge tickets sales

One hundred yards of nice green grass
Sets the stage for a wonderful football game
On this mound the losers must slowly class

Whether injured badly or feeling pain
Concussions, torn ACLs are the norm
Contusions, dislocations, and bad strains
Make some players reluctant to perform

Injuries make kids fear playing this game
Perseverance, persistence, and polish
Will ensure that you want to get demolished!

You
Evelin Najera ‘23

Thought you were going to stay forever 
Silly me, I should’ve known you were just going to be a lesson 
For thinking you were the one, I wasn’t very clever 
Every night I spent crying I wondered when it was going to be my last session

I’m not going to allow anyone to make me feel any less, ever 
Lesson learned, now it’s time to learn how to love myself out and in
Despise everything, I will always love you whatsoever
But I won’t spend anymore time thinking about what it could have been

It’s now time to move on and start fresh 
I will always choose me first 
I will protect my heart, and I don’t care what has to be done for it, you can 
call me selfish 
Trying to accept and understand all that you were doing was the worst 

All you are now is a memory 
All we where is now history

Briana Chaperon ‘23

Dancing Loser
Briana Chaperon ‘23

I rummage through my bag to find my ballet slippers. 
We gather at the bar round arms like a sun in first position. 
Oh I hope I get picked at the end of the audition. 
Oh wait we’re wearing pointed shoes but I forgot the clippers. 

Why didn’t I do gymnastics? I could’ve been a flipper. 
Going against my competitors to beat them in the competition. 
I hope I can do this despite my critical conditions. 
After all the hard work I put into this I hope that I’m the winner. 

I step onto the stage and bust out my moves. 
The judges so intimidating but shocked
I thought I did great and I just needed to have faith 

They were impressed by my ending transition groves
What I heard next made my heart stopped 
“Did I say first oh I meant to say eighth.” 



16 TRENTON CATHOLIC PREP ACADEMY

TALISMAN 2021-22

Cause / Effect Essays

Vonyea Blackwood ‘24

Accomplishing a healthy and good school environment takes a lot of time, 
organization, and commitment. However, it is key to your success. School 
causes stress, stemming from trying to achieve your academic goals, 
pressure from the people around you, and work from school. 
 
For one thing, having a stress-free school environment is very critical to 
your academic success. A stressful school environment is very damaging 
to your mental health as well as your success. Nevertheless, trying to 
achieve all your academic goals and expectations for yourself can have 
a negative effect on your mental health. If you fail to achieve the expec-
tations you have set for yourself, this can lead to disappointment and 
increasing the already stress-inducing pressure. 

Firstly, pressure from the people around you can also cause stress. They 
can cause you to be insecure about every little thing you do, which can 
lead to you not asking questions even when you need it. The pressure to 
fit in is also a factor. In the same way, pressure from the people around 
this writer really affected their time in school. She was so insecure and 
they still have effects from that. This writer was always so scared to ask 
questions even if she knew she did not understand. She was always 
so upset, which led to their grades dropping so low. Overall, the people 
around you can really affect the way you do in school. 

Another cause of stress is the amount of work given by school. This does 
not happen all the time but it is still a common occurrence. It starts when 
students are pushed to handle work that is inconsistent with their learning. 
As well as not being able to understand work, these factors can lead to 
all their work piling up, which will cause them to lose sleep to try to get a 
handle on their increasing workload. This leads to hardly having any en-
ergy for school. As a result, it turns into a very stressful cycle as they are 
struggling to balance school, sleep, and their mental health. 

As stated above, it is evident that school causes a lot of stress for stu-
dents. Stress can affect the way they perform in school, and a variety 
of negative effects, like deteriorating mental health and lack of sleep. It 
is important to make sure your school environment is not toxic and not 
stressful because it is key to your success. This writer thinks it is an effec-
tive way to have a stress-free school environment. 

Geovanny Herrera ‘24

School life can be a complicated and difficult time with new problems and 
possible consequences ahead. Knowing this, school causes stress and 
anxiety due to overworking on homework and assignments while also 
keeping the expectations set by parents and having social interactions 
with new people. 
 
Sometimes having social interactions in school is difficult. Having any-
thing from social anxiety or just being plain nervous can affect that school 
social life. While meeting new people can be scary, the friendships after 
the initial meeting are worth it. But sometimes it doesn’t always work out 
that way, keeping a certain friendship can be toxic and stressful. Also try-
ing to impress your friends or new people can be hard since the chance of 
embarrassing yourself is very high. Therefore if you are given the chance 
to just keep one friend group, take that chance. 

Furthermore, if you are too busy trying to make new friends and start 
social interactions, your work can start to pile up. As more work piles 
up and due dates start to approach, you would want to start finishing as 
much work as possible to not get any late assignments. This leads to 
overworking and most likely, both your mental and physical capacities 
may lower as stress builds up. There are many situations where over-
working becomes a problem but it is something you want to avoid. Most 
importantly, not understanding the work that is trying to be rushed is the 
worst thing that can happen. 

Consequently, this writer also had suffered from procrastination and over-
working, leading to a disappointing semester for the end of the year. That 
one semester of stress, anxiety, procrastination, and overworking led to 
very disappointed parents. Falling behind their expectations was probably 
what hurt the most since I had basically let them down. Keeping your own 
expectations is one thing but when you fail someone else’s expectations 
is when you know something is going wrong.  As a result, your school life 
can be affected with any additional stress and worry that can be easily 
avoided with enough dedication.

Through the examples cited above, it is very clear that school will knock 
you down if you are not careful. This writer, who is currently going through 
high school, believes that school is not something that can be effortlessly 
completed. Having the right mindset and determination is the key to fin-
ishing school.

SCHOOL CAUSES STRESS
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Anthony Urena ‘25

Without a doubt, being sure you are drinking enough water everyday 
takes daily dedication to do and it’s something important not to forget to 
do each day. Lack of drinking water causes people to have headaches 
and experience dizziness, gain weight, and have low energy.

To begin with, drinking water everyday is really healthy for the human 
body. But not staying hydrated everyday can cause your body not to work 
properly. It can cause you to have headaches and experience dizziness. 
Your body will start to weaken and you will feel sick. You will start to have 
the feeling of vomiting due to this and that is something you don’t want. 

Most likely, you can start to gain weight without even noticing. When you 
drink less water your metabolism tends to slow down.  Most of the time 
due to tiredness you eat more to try to regain your energy back. This all 
causes weight gain to the human body. Weight gain can cause dangerous 
things to your body such as a rise in heart rate and blood pressure.

As a result, a weak body and weight gain will cause unusual fatigue. Fa-
tigue is known as a disease that causes you to feel tired and has harmful 
side effects. So your body will feel tired each day you go without drinking 
enough water. Which will make your days more difficult to complete the 
objectives you have to do. 

Through the examples cited above, it is clear that not drinking enough 
water can cause really negative things to your body. This author believes 
that following some of his advice is an efficient way to stay hydrated.  

Hecybel Morales-Angel ‘23

Persuasive Essays
In Person vs. Remote Learning
Ihechukwu Chidi-King ‘25

Being in person is better than remote learning because it makes it easier 
for students to understand, students can spend time with friends, and it 
gives less work for teachers.

Everyone has different thoughts on online learning vs. in person learning. 
Being in person is better than remote learning because it makes it easier 
for students to understand, students can spend time with friends, and it 
gives less work for teachers.

A good reason why being in person is better is because it’s easier for stu-
dents to understand. Students might find it difficult to understand lessons 
being taught to them because they can’t physically see it, some are used 
to seeing it in person. For this reason, being in person lets the teacher 
explain things better leaving the students with a stop on endless thinking. 
Students can better clarify a question with the teacher using hands-on 
experience. Additionally, students can ace their tests, quizzes, or assign-
ments better. When doing online classes, students can easily be on their 
phone or play different games out of boredom of being in class. Skipping 
class can form a routine for them because they believe teachers can’t 
force them to come to the sessions. 

Moreover, students can spend more time with their friends and this leaves 
a lot of benefits. For example, imagine going through so many classes for 

a period of time and then it comes to the time you can relax and commu-
nicate with people. Opportunities like this are not given to students with 
online classes. Doing this improves the mental health of the students and 
prevents things like; depression, anxiety, or any type of mental illness. 
This period boosts their happiness and takes off the stress of school from 
them. Being socially active increases one’s self confidence. If someone 
is having a really bad day and is not feeling quite well despite being in 
school, speaking to friends lightens up the mood. Preventing later argu-
ments with teachers or getting in trouble a lot. 

On the other hand, everyone has different learning styles so they tend to 
learn in opposite ways. Online learning doesn’t provide a way to cope with 
these ways of learning. Such as, visual, auditory, kinesthetic, reading/
writing. Struggling will bring a real case for the students since they are all 
thinking uniquely. Teachers wonder why they see bad results when doing 
online classes and this may be the reason. Students can get distracted 
with not only games but there might be a family issue that comes up. This 
takes away more time from the students and keeps them busy in a double 
way. But also it ensures the safety of them from any disaster that may 
occur in school. The safety requirements and level at school is really high 
so it’s less likely that accidents will occur.

In conclusion, it is shown that in person learning is better than online 
learning. Fellow 9th graders, I hope you have a better opinion on the 
argument with online learning vs. in person learning. 
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Dogs vs. Cats
Dalton Estilow ‘25

Dogs versus cats have always been a debatable topic for a while now. 
Dogs and cats are the two most owned pets at home. A dog can also be 
referred to as a man’s best friend over a cat due to the special bond that 
they can create with humans. Dogs are better because they are much 
more loyal, trained easier, and much more playful than cats. 

First, dogs are also very loyal. You can always rely on them to help you 
and stay by your side. There have been studies done about why dogs are 
so loyal and faithful to their owner. One of the reasons is because they 
are pack animals. Pack animals mean that they enjoy the company of 
other animals as well. If your dog sees you as the “alpha” they will follow 
your lead. 

As I mentioned before, dogs can be trained to do so many things. Easily 
one of the most important things they can do is be of service to others. 
A good example of this is service dogs. Service dogs are trained to be 
by the person’s side that needs help. Some of the dogs are specifically 
trained for certain things. Some of the things they can do include, alerting 
the deaf, pulling or pushing a wheelchair, protecting a person who is hav-
ing a seizure or need help, reminding someone to take their medication, 
or calming down a person with PTSD.

Finally, compared to cats, dogs are a lot more playful. This in itself can 
make someone very happy.  They can also keep you more physically 
active. You can play many different types of games with them. Dogs can 
also be very energetic. Depending on your personality sometimes dogs 
just aren’t right for you. Cats can be better pets because they are mainly 
inside pets and require low maintenance.

Although both sides have their flaws/cons. It is clear that dogs can prove 
to be a lot more beneficial and comforting than cats.

Dogs vs. Cats
Justin Berzosa ‘25

A lot of people debate which is better, dogs or cats. They would want the 
perfect pet in their household. Dogs make better pets than cats, though 
they are more expensive they are more fun to have around, are cuter and 
will always try to protect you. 

To begin, dogs are cuter and better to look at. When they go through their 
puppy phase no one can’t help but smile when they fall or are asleep. No 
one wants to go to the store and pick out an ugly pet. When the puppies 
grow into adults they still look amazing. Some dogs even look better while 
an adult. 

Next, dogs are more expensive than cats but they are worth the money. 
Dogs are more playful and always a joy to have around. They need walks 
so they will help you be active when you’re not realizing it. As cats will 
normally want to stay in one place at a time.  You can play multiple games 
with your dogs. Some may say dogs are too hard to take care of. But if 
you aren’t a lazy person dogs are quite easy to manage. Give them the 
proper food, get some activities going with them, and just love them be-
cause they will do the same back 

Most importantly, dogs will always try to protect you. This can go a long 
way when picking a pet. Normally cats don’t have the power or size of a 
dog. Some dogs are terrifying when trying to protect their owner. Some 
breeds that are good guard dogs are a German Shepherd, Rottweiler, 
and a Doberman.  

With everything that was stated, it is clear that dogs are a better pet than 
cats. Dogs are cuter, better to have around, and they will protect you. 

Uniforms vs. Own Clothes
Dylaney Talkpa ‘25

To start this off, I believe most students would say that, normal clothes are 
better than uniforms because, uniforms can sometimes be drab or plain, 
or just not what they expected them to be, but for me, I believe, Uniforms 
are better because they cause less stress, and rush in the morning for 
students when, they don’t have to wake up so early in the morning, or stay 
up so late into the night, looking for clothes to wear, and accessories, or 
rather just dwelling on what they could look like or what others might think 
of them if their clothes don’t meet their expectations. 

Therefore, with uniforms being enforced, students are prevented from 
bullying, and judging, from their peers. Furthermore, Uniforms at school 
also reduce the prevalence of violence,Outsiders who do not belong on 
campus are easily identified, and thus, do not pose a threat to the stu-
dents. For example, if a student were to wear more expensive clothing 
than their peer(s), it prevents said student from being treated differently 
than their classmates because they have better clothing and prevents the 
other students or student from feeling as if they are lesser than the other 
student or feel insecure, and not as cool, about what they wear solely 
because the other student’s clothes are “better looking” or theres is out of 
fashion or not trendy. 

In addition to students not having to worry about being treated differently, 
Students have been proven to focus more on studying, education, and 
learning, rather than socializing. In the same way, students are more likely 
to segregate and create cliques and groups when everyone wears the 
same thing. In particular, with uniforms, it prevents weapons, phones, and 
anything not permitted during school, to be carried and showcased. On 
the other hand, when students are limited to what they wear, they will find 
other ways to react against their authority, and the limits uniform policies 
place on their individual nature. By denying students the ability to exhibit 
their unique personality, through the clothing they select, their individual-
ism is threatened and isn’t able to expand to its full capacity.  Regardless 
of that aspect, uniforms still have many pros to them rather than cons. 

Through the examples stated previously, Uniforms create a preferable 
learning environment at school, and allow students to feel safe and found 
enjoyable from staff and classmates, when uniforms are set into place. 
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Coffee vs. Tea
Maxianne Brignolle ‘25

Tea is a much better beverage than coffee because it’s all natural and 
beneficial.

People do like to drink other beverages whether in the morning or through-
out the day. Tea is a much better beverage than coffee because it is  all 
natural and beneficial..

To begin with, tea has natural ingredients and an interesting taste. Tea 
Not only tea has a persuading taste, it has its ways of drinking as well. You 
can drink tea either steeped, brewed or pressed. Each way is different but 
the same. It can be altered with milk, honey, lemon and sugar. When you 
get tea from a cafe, the warm taste and interesting smell can really boost 
your mood. Due to the steeping, it can make the tea really smooth. 

 Furthermore, tea also has greater health advantages than coffee. Tea 
was created not only for pleasure, but also for the benefit of the human 
body. It aids in the treatment of common ailments such as anxiety, stress, 
inflammation, and even depression. Different blends can make a signifi-
cant effect. It’s high in antioxidants and low in caffeine, which is beneficial 
to your health. It’s more of a stress reliever than a regular drink. It has a 
pungent flavor at first, but it is still pleasant.

Hence the invigorating taste, the way tea’s ingredients are very import-
ant in our everyday routine is magnificent. It can give you the nutrients 
that your body needs and necessary chemicals. Tea can solve iron, cal-
cium and sleep deficiency. It has more advantages than people can think 
about.  People have said tea has even saved their lives before which 
explains why tea is a more acceptable beverage. 

In brief, it is obvious that tea is more acceptable than coffee due to its 
benefits. I hope others will decide what tea to drink next time they need 
a beverage.

Fall is the Best Season
Gabrielle Nicholson ‘25

The best season of the year is fall. It’s one of the things I look forward to 
the most. Fall is better than all the other seasons because of the weather, 
the pleasing landscapes, and the holidays that come with it.

The first thing that comes to mind when I think of fall is the weather. Fall is 
just right. Not too cold, not too hot. Winter is too cold, summer is too hot. 
In the winter it’s brutally cold. You have to dress in layers every time you 
go out. Also, the snow who wants to be outside in 5 degrees celsius shov-
eling snow. When it snows, roads are covered in ice. It is much harder to 
drive in on top of that the snow is dark and dirty which makes it even more 
unfaltering to drive in. Even though it does get cold in fall it does not get 
cold as winter. For summer flies, mosquitoes, wasps, and ants come out 
way more often and the worst thing about summer is the heat. I have to 
go outside at 90 degrees fahrenheit with sunscreen plastered all over my 
face that makes me feel sticky because I don’t want to get burned. Fall on 
the other hand none of that. Heavy sweating is finally over. Crispy air with 
a slight chill is the perfect weather.
 
A second reason why I think Fall is the best season is the beautiful land-
scapes. My neighborhood has this gigantic tree and my house is right 
in front of it. The leaves turn to tones of yellow, orange, and red. It’s a 
very beautiful scene. The different colors make me feel warm inside. The 
beautiful landscape makes outdoor exercise even better, nothing like go-
ing on a jog with my mom and seeing colorful leaves everywhere.

Finally, why I prefer Fall over any other season is because my favorite 
things fall in this season: Halloween and thanksgiving. Halloween is one 
of the most popular holidays you get to dress up in whatever you want. 
Kids, adults, even animals get to dress up. People of all ages enjoy this 
holiday. I enjoy going trick or treating with my friends on a chilly fall night. 
During Thanksgiving I get to stuff my face with food all of my family is 
packed together and I get to chat with them. I also get to look at pretty 
Fall decorations. Sure Christmas has decorations, food, and family but 
nothing beats the food at Thanksgiving.

In summary, Fall is the best season with many positives. The weather isn’t 
perfect but it is better than summer and winter weather, different colors of 
leaves falling on the ground make a beautiful landscape and we celebrate 
two of the best holidays in Fall.

Michelle Martinez ‘23 
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Holidays

Alexander Chinchilla ‘22

Thanksgiving is defined as the act of giving thanks. The first Thanksgiving 
was back in 1621, and has been celebrated every year since. I have many 
reasons to be thankful and to celebrate this holiday this year. It’s been a 
very quick, but yet somehow long year and many things have happened 
along the way.

Some of the things that I am grateful for are my family. I am thankful that 
they are all still with me, and I am also very thankful that my mom is still 
here with me. Another thing that I am thankful for is my soccer season. I 
did exceptionally well this year and got many awards to my name. I am 
thankful for my friends and the people around me.

In conclusion, I am thankful for this holiday, because I can celebrate it with 
the ones I love. I get to see all of my friends and family that live far away 
from me on thanksgiving. All in all, even though this year hasn’t been all that 
good due to the pandemic, I still have many things that I am grateful for.

Max Liu ‘22

The year 2021 went pretty fast, and it’s already Thanksgiving! Everyone 
seems to be used to the pandemic after 2020, nothing much happened 
this year, but I’m still thankful for something.
  
First, I’m thankful for my family, because they took very good care of me 
and taught me a lot in every field. Second, I’m thankful for my friends, we 
had such fun times together, and I started to go to the gym just because 
of their motivation, which I think is healthy for myself.
 
I made some good and bad decisions this year. I’m also thankful for my 
improvements;I learned how to drive and became stronger. I also had 
more confidence in myself.

Javier Pardo ‘22

This year I am thankful for my family and friends. I say this, because I per-
sonally know people who had loved ones who died throughout the year. I 
am thankful, because they are important people in my life who will always 
be there for me and they help shape me into the person that I am today. 

Another thing that I am thankful for is the small things in my life. We take 
a lot of things for granted without even noticing. The things that a lot of 
people don’t have, and wished they had, are the things that we don’t even 
think are blessings. 
    
They’re many things that I am thankful for: friends, family, and all the small 
things in my life. Things I am thankful for having them now, and I will when 
they are gone.

THANKSGIVING

Sophia Lipari ‘23

Ciyree Williams ‘23

Thanksgiving means many different things to me. The national holiday 
is a day for me and my family to spend time with each other, laugh and 
have a good time. The holiday brings good vibes into homes and gives 
some people a new look on their life because of how happy their family 
becomes. I know for me and my family we use it as a time to bring every-
one together and just joke around and tell good stories about the culture 
of the family. I could say I’m thankful for many things, but my mom is at the 
top of the list. My mom does so many things for me; she sacrifices a lot to 
make sure I get to where I need to on time. She always pushes me to be 
the best student- athlete and the best young man possible. She raised me 
and my brothers to make change in the world and impact peoples lives 
the way she does for other people.

Alana Allen ‘23

What am I thankful for? I am thankful for everything, I am thankful for be-
ing here, I am thankful for having a family. I am thankful for these things, 
because this is what is provided for me, God gave me these blessings 
and these special things for me to be thankful back to him.

Briana Chaperon ‘23

When I wake up in the morning, I thank God for another day no matter 
how stressful the day before my new day was. I’m thankful for seeing a 
new day every morning, because I know some people don’t get to see the 
next day. My family is my everything, and I love them so so so much. I’m 
tThankful for my family, because they push me to do better; and they can 
sometimes be supportive. No matter how much I argue with my family, I 
still love them, and I’m thankful to have such a big family that loves me.
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Mikayla Blackwood ‘23

Mikayla Blackwood ‘23

Martin Luther King Jr., set into motion the age of nonviolent civil disobedi-
ence. He pushed forward  a movement that changed the life of all African 
American people of his time and the ones to come. MLK’s famous I Have 
a Dream speech put into perspective how African American people want-
ed freedom and true equality. Because at this time the phrase,” We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed,” was not fully carried out, or even considered until MLK and 
the rest of the civil rights leaders spoke out for us. He allowed for black 
people to have equal opportunities. Because of MLK, I can live in America 
without fearing for my life, and live out my dreams without discrimination. 

Daisheiry Cua ‘23

Dr. Martin Luther King has affected my life in many ways. When he deliv-
ered his speech in August 1963, and defined the Civil Rights Movement 
he impacted a lot of generations to come. He made it possible for people 
of color, ethnicity, and any type of people to finally be able to be together 
without being discriminated against and feared for their safety, for the 
most part. He made it possible for me to be able to interact with anyone I 
would like to interact with. I do not have to go to a different school, restau-
rant, cafe, or bathroom just because of my color. He mostly took away 
the discrimination there was to colored people. We are no longer judged 
because of our color, but instead to our character. He gave us a chance 
to introduce ourselves to the world.

David Herrera ‘23

Martin Luther King, Jr., has had an effect on me early on in my life.  I am 
glad that I was able to learn about him at such an early age and that my 
eyes were opened. To begin with, he was one of my first ever role models 
because I realized how much of an impact a person can have on the 
world and society. Another reason he has impacted my life is because I 
realized how the world really was because when people are young they 
really don’t see the bigger picture or problems, but when I learned of MLK 
I learned.  I always believed that politics weren’t that important and that it 
was all staged until I understood the impact of Martin’s movements and 
how important politics could be. It still makes me sad that Martin had to go 
through so much, and I’m grateful for what he’s done.

Arthur Huggins ‘23

Dr. Martin Luther King affected my life in quite a few different ways. In his 
infamous speech, he explained his dream of living in brotherhood as one 
united group of individuals no longer discriminated against or thought of 
differently by the color of one’s skin. Through this speech and the march 
on Washington, he helped to solidify the Civil Rights Act which would fi-
nally, though not completely, give us peace. It was definitely not an easy 
thing to accomplish, and this only gives me more respect for him and 
others who were involved to make this change. This motivates me to al-
ways do my best and strive for greatness as I think of all the struggles 
placed in front of my ancestors to give me the opportunities I have today. 
Martin Luther King fought for justice amongst all those who had dealt with 
oppression and I feel as if it is my responsibility to further contribute to the 
world and bring everyone together in a perfect union. 

Evan Jones ‘23

Personally, MLK has always played a part in my life. I appreciate and take 
after his example in times of extreme stress or serious moments. For ex-
ample, I have his patience and his temperament when dealing with certain 
people. Also, I like to follow his philosophies when it comes to everyday 
living with others that are different from me. He preached for peace and 
equality and executed it perfectly with no violence. Finally, keeping him in 
mind with others like Malcolm X, Ruby Bridges, and Rosa Parks serves as 
a constant reminder of how we came from the bottom and fought for rights 
as everyday people in society.

Sophia Lipari ‘22

Dr. Martin Luther King has affected many people’s lives. He has paved 
the way for many people through his inspirational speeches including 
his most famous speech “I have a Dream”. In August 1963 he gave this 
speech. During his speech he said that all people should be treated equal-
ly. His influence has done so much good for all. He was truly a strong civil 
rights leader. 
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VALENTINE’S DAY
Anthony Rivera ‘24
I love when I’m capable of helping someone in their time of need, since 
they might not have someone who they can express themselves to.

Dania Tejada ‘24
 I love when it rains because it is so calming. I love cleaning because it 
clears my mind. 

Melanie Lima ‘24 
I love it when I have nothing to do after school and I can just relax. I love 
this because I have many activities and work so having some days off 
helps me physically and mentally.

Devyn Wright-Myles ‘24 
I love when I get to play basketball because it helps me calm down when 
I’m feeling mad or not happy.

Elder Garrido ‘24
I love when I focus a lot in class, especially when I’m able to get my work 
done.

Gabriel Santana ‘24
I love playing any of my favorite games, especially with any of my friends.  
Playing with my friends just makes the experience a whole lot better than 
just playing alone. 

Domenic Raymond ‘24 
I love playing my favorite sport which is basketball. I love basketball be-
cause it can take you anywhere in the world. I love it because you can 
play with your friends and things like that. I love it because when I’m sad I 
usually just put my mind on that and just proceed from there.

Michael Perez ‘24 
I love eating pizza because my taste buds feel pleased. I love a morning 
when it’s quiet and calm.

Abel Reyes ‘24 
I love playing my favorite games on the nintendo switch. I love this be-
cause it entertains me and I really have a lot of fun playing with my family.

Vonyea Blackwood ‘24
 I love writing about my day because it relieves my stress and makes me 
feel better. Plus, I can look back on it. 

Makayla Worthy ‘24
I love when I get a good grade on a test or assignment.

Jose Villanueva ‘24
I love it when I get money. I get happy when I get money because with the 
money I am able to buy shoes and clothes.
 
Kayla Oliphant ‘24
I love watching American dads. American dad makes me glad when I am 
sad, I’m watching stan.

Dalton Estilow ‘25
I love when I can wake up without having the weight of stress drag me 
down.

Bryan A-Castro ‘25
I love when a fresh new spring day starts. The feeling of the wind, the 
smell of the morning dew, that cold-warm feeling. All like honey in blissful 
moonlight. 

Sandy Recinos ‘25
One that I love the most is my mom. She has always been there when I 
needed her.

Yasmin Batres ‘25
I love listening to music while walking and sun sets.

Nick Milisivana ‘25
I love thinking about my future because I want those things to happen and 
it also makes me think about how I’m going to make those things happen. 

Bryan Carias ‘25
I love not having to do homework because I just want to go home and chill 
and relax. I don’t feel like doing more school after school is over.

Nathaly DeLeon ‘25
I love reading about Greek mythology. I find it interesting learning about 
living gods, heroes, and myths.

Arthur Huggins ‘23
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Mirah Dockery ‘25
I love when I have my own money. The reason I love it when I have my 
own money is because I don’t have to depend on people. I love not having 
to depend on people because they might not have it themselves. I just like 
feeling independent and like I don’t need or have to ask people to ask.

Michael Recinos ‘25
I love when I can play with my friends all day. 

Carlos Acevedo ‘25
I love spending time with my favorite people, my family and friends, es-
pecially making and saving those moments of laughter, sadness, joy and 
anger, and knowing that you have good people gives you a very happy 
feeling.

Alan Marroquin-Bednarska ‘25
I love when I have peace and quiet so I can focus on myself.

Luisa Bolanos ‘24
I love when I can eat Mcdonalds and watch the rain with my favorite per-
son. Because it makes me feel happy and relaxed.

Karla Joge ‘24
I love how the seller lady accepted the oranges in exchange for money 
and gave the boy the chocolate.

Joshua Hernandez ‘24
I love it when I get out of school because I can go home and workout and 
practice baseball. 

Anthony Urena ‘25
I love playing my favorite sport which is soccer. I love playing this sport 
because it’s a sport that I loved since I was a little kid.

Benjamin Gyam ‘24
When I love someone they sometimes don’t feel the same way, I keep on 
trying to find the right one.

Daniel Rizzuto ‘24
I love when I can go home and not worry about school work.

Danny Montero ‘24 
I love when I can wake up in the morning. I love when I can see, hear, 
smell, taste and feel everything around me.

Gianluca Mora ‘24 
I love it when we talk for hours about pointless things.

Angely Lara ‘24
I love it when you are the first person to greet me at home and that you 
are always with me. You are my OTF , love you frl.

Angy Maldondo ‘24
I love cleaning my room. I love doing this because I spend all my time 
there so I like it smelling good, being clean, so that I feel clean myself and 
a better mindset.

Dylaney Talkpa ‘25
I love when I achieve something successfully whether it’s intelligence 
wise or academically. 

Cameron Sheard ‘25
I love not having to do homework.

Michael Cummings ‘25
I love when I can be at peace.

Maxianne Brignolle ‘25
I love listening to Her’s band. Their music makes me feel like I’m living in 
another world.  

Aidan Nazario ‘24
I love listening to music when I’m bored.

Connor Ware ‘24
I love listening to music because it is nice and helps me focus.

Jeremiah Boston ‘25 
I love when I am supported how I get treated at home when it is a good 
day. 

Ziona Whitfield ‘25
I love when my coaches gas me during games. That “yeah Z” really gets 
me going and I love it there.

Ihechukwu Chidi-King ‘25 
I love listening to music. I love this because it calms me down.

Peter Heredia ‘25 
I love when Friday comes around because there’s no school till Monday. 

Bradley Taveras ‘25 
I love when I can  hang out with my family.

Merilyn Perez ‘22



24 TRENTON CATHOLIC PREP ACADEMY

TALISMAN 2021-22

Justin Berzosa ‘25
I love listening to music. It takes me out of the world for a few moments. 
It’s really calming and it feels nice when I can relate to the lyrics. 

Yamil Perez ‘24 
I love it when I can make people laugh.It always makes my day just that 
much brighter.

Nathyeli Delgado ‘24 
I love when people laugh so hard that their stomachs hurt.

Mercedes Hopson ‘24 
I love when my friends tell me how much I mean to them/ how much they 
love me.It makes me feel happy knowing that I have such a big impact in 
their lives.

Suzie Sloh ‘24 
I love when I can make people happy. Seeing a smile on someone elses 
face makes me feel good inside.

Kiarah Valverde ‘25 
I love it when somebody buys flowers for me, because it makes me happy.  

Yaziel Ortiz ‘25
I love spending time with my parents and going places like the movies, the 
mall and amusement parks.

Domenic Lipari ‘25
I love not having to get up out of bed because I am always tired.

Alan Say ‘25
I love when it snows. The reason why is because it is pleasing to the eyes 
to see the bright white snowflakes falling from the sky.

Marion Richmond ‘24
I love a morning when I can just wake up whenever I want because there’s 
no school and I can eat the nice breakfast I want when I’m home in the 
morning instead of what the school serves. 

Cianni Thompson ‘25
I love listening to music, it can relieve stress or any emotions you feel. It 
can make you feel good and gets you in a good mood.

Diana Beza ‘24
I love spending time going out with my family. Whenever we go out, it’s 
more fun than it seems like there’s nothing wrong in the world. I will forev-
er and always cherish these moments. 

X’zier Robinson ‘24
I love how it feels to have someone randomly check on me. It shows that 
someone thought about me and acted upon it. 

Merilyn Perez ‘22
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Dana Antoye ‘24 
I love when I get a compliment from someone. It makes me feel special 
and makes my day a lot better.
 
Jayla Reeves ‘24 
I love when I go home from school because I get to eat, listen to music, 
and go to sleep in my comfortable bed. 

Selven Hernandez ‘24 
I love when I play soccer with my team and friends. 

Dalia Cancel Batista ‘24
I love when I spend time with my friends. I get distracted from my prob-
lems and can feel free and have some fun with the people I cherish. 

Christopher Ordonez ‘23 
I love watching my favorite basketball team, The Philadelphia 76’ers play 
every other night. 

Eduardo Espejel ‘24
I love listening to 4YEO by J. Cole. The topics of love, depression, fa-
therhood, and other things have opened my eyes up more to everything. 

Merelin Gabriela Lemus ‘24 
I love it when I go out with my mom because we always do the most ran-
dom things, blast music in the car, and end up going shopping. I love my 
mom and wouldn’t trade her for the world. 

Geovanny Herrera ‘24
I love when there is a light rainstorm at night. The reason for this is be-
cause it calms me down and helps me sleep, it is also very soothing. 

Genesis Reyes ‘25
I love spending time with the people I love, that would include my family 
and friends. I enjoy spending time with them because they mean so much 
to me and there is no one who I’d rather be with besides them. 

Dylan Rivas ‘24 
I love an afternoon of true focus, I struggle to focus on tasks quite often. 
Sometimes I get lucky and my focus finally kicks in and I can handle all the 
tasks that need to be completed. I love these moments. 

Dante Horace ‘25
I love when I can play basketball. I say this because of how much I’m 
learning and getting better, it also helps me off of the basketball court so 
that’s a bonus. 

Cindy Lima ‘25
I love it when I paint because when I do, it distracts me from all of my 
problems and it makes me happy to look at my work and see how good it 
is. I also love to give presents because I can see them smile and it makes 
me feel happy inside. Lastly, I love hearing music because it also distracts 
me from my problems and it makes me not feel lonely. 

Antwan Lopez ‘24 
I love cooking for the ones I care about. This is because I enjoy seeing 
them smile and making them happy. 

McKai Randall ‘25
I love my phone because it keeps me entertained and always happy and 
it’s always right next to me when I need it the most.

Gabrielle Nicholson ‘25
I love baking brownies.  Brownies are my favorite thing to eat and baking 
releases stress.

Michael Gilliam ‘25
I love when it’s warm and rainy outside.

Edgar Lima ‘25
I love a weekend when I go to my uncle’s house and play video games 
with him.

Japan Ferguson ‘25
I love when I can be on the phone with my favorite person.  He really 
understands me and we have fun.

Giancarlo Cortes ‘25
I love watching my show, reading manga, and watching my friends play 
games.

Ashley Garrido ‘23

Jamie Nebo ‘23
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Poetry

Walk Alone
Peter Stokes ‘22

I want to go home.
I must always walk alone.
Written in prose? NO.

Bacon
Sebastian Noble ‘22

Bacon tastes so good.
Bacon sizzles as it should.
God made bacon good!

Spring
Natalie Mancera ‘22

Spring is beautiful.
The weather is beyond hot,
But I love the Spring.

Night Sky
David Lima ‘22

The night sky shines bright.
The moon blinds my eyes tonight.
Signs of a good night.

Breeze
Merilyn Perez ‘22

A nice summer breeze
runs through my hair gently
moving it away.

The Unliked Man
Jorge Pomales ‘22

People dislike me
And I will never know why.
But I don’t mind it.

HAIKU

Mikayla Blackwood ‘23

Spring Time
Trinity Miller ‘22

Flowers are blooming
and the bright sun is shining.
In Spring, so will I.

Ghana
Tracy Ohene-Yeboah ‘22

Home, Peace, Beautiful
Gorgeous, Extravagant, fun
Family, diverse.

A Simple Day
Tay’Shaun McBride ‘22

Chilling breeze of wind
The sun shining at best times
Clouds filled with sunshine

Hoop Dreams
Elijah Destine ‘22

Hoop dreams in the stars
Waiting on the rim to fly
Moonlit court aflame

Decisions
Aaron DelValle ‘22

What is my career?
Lots of things I love to do
Making decisions

Summer
Yuly Portillo ‘22

Summer is the best.
The hot lovely days to swim,
Summer is my thing.

Bee Sting
Vaughn Hall ‘22

A fat bee stings me.
It hurts very badly, but
I do not cry though.
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Frida Kahlo
by Trinity Miller ‘22
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Beowulf’s Ship
by Hecybel Morales-Angel ‘23



Macbeth
by Alyssa Vega ‘23




